
CB- 60 -16 

A COUNCIL BILL TO UNIFY THE COURTS OF THE 

CHOCTAW NATION IN THE JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT 

IN THE TRIBAL COUNCIL OF THE CHOCTAW NATION 

ANTHONY DILLARD INTRODUCED THE FOLLOWING COUNCIL BILL 

A COUNCIL BILL 

WHEREAS, the Choctaw Nation ("Nation") has the authority, as a matter of inherent sovereignty and under its 
Constitution, to establish and operate courts with general civil and criminal jurisdiction; and 

WHEREAS, this authority has been reaffirmed by the U.S. Courts of Appeals in Muscogee (Creek) Nation v. 
Hodel, 851 F.2d 1439 (D.C. Cir. 1988) and Dry v. United States, 235 F.3d 1249 (10th Cir. 2000); and 

WHEREAS, the Tribal Council of the Nation {"Tribal Council"), exercising its inherent sovereign authority and 
its constitutional authority to enact legislation "for the general good of the Choctaw Nation and for the 
administration and regulation of the affairs of the Choctaw Nation," Article IX,§ 4, established a Court of 
General Jurisdiction pursuant to CB-65-2009; and 

WHEREAS, under CB-65-2009, the Court of General Jurisdiction replaced the former CFR Court of Indian 
Offenses, so that the Nation would thereafter have a Nation forum to adjudicate a broad range of disputes, as 
necessary to further Nation self-governance; and 

WHEREAS, the Comt of General Jurisdiction is authorized to exercise general civil and criminal jurisdiction 
over all tribal Indian Country as described in Article I,§ 2 of the Constitution of the Choctaw Nation; and 

WHEREAS, the Tribal Council has determined that the administration of justice and the general good of the 
Choctaw Nation would best be served through unifying and consolidating the Nation's courts, by having the 
Court of General Jurisdiction recognized and incorporated as a component court of the Judicial Department of 
the Nation; and 

WHEREAS, within the Judicial Department, the Tribal Court of the Choctaw Nation, as provided for in Article 
XII of the Constitution ("Constitutional Court"), shall have supervisory authority over the Court of General 
Jurisdiction; and 

WHEREAS, the Constitutional Court and the Court of General Jurisdiction together shall comprise the Judicial 
Department of the Nation, thereby simplifying, consolidating and coordinating the administration of justice. 

THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED, be it enacted that this Council Bill provides for the recognition and 
incorporation of the Court of General Jurisdiction as a component court within the Judicial Department of the 
Nation, pursuant to the terms, conditions and provisions of the attached "Act to Unify the Courts of the Choctaw 
Nation within the Judicial Department" ("Exhibit A"); and 

BE IT FURTHER ENACTED it further enacted that upon the effective date of the Act, the Court of General 
Jurisdiction shall be recognized for all purposes as part of the Judicial Department of the Nation; and 










